








to build him a 27 foot version to be called Sylvia, using timber milled from a Huon pine log Philip had purchased
in Tasmania.

Launched in 1990, Sylvia incorporates many of Philip’s own ideas and has been a highly successful boat. Since
then Sylvia has not only been a base for family sailing and camping holidays on Pittwater and the Hawkesbury, but
has won her share of races over many seasons on Sydney Harbour, sailing with the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club.
Sylvia is now based in Pittwater, where she will continue to be raced and cruised by Philip and his new partners.

While Tenacity is one of Australia’s newer ‘Couta boats, having been launched in November 2004, she is also
one of the most traditional. Her owner, Justus Veeneklaas, a Life Member of the Australia Day Regatta, is a great
believer in tradition and insisted that Tenacity should reflect his beliefs in every detail.

Built at the Wooden Boat Shop by their shipwright Tim Helliwell, Tenacity is 26ft 6in on deck with a beam of 10ft
9in. From the aft end of her boom to the tip of her bowsprit she measures 36ft 6in and with her 1750 kg of internal
ballast installed she weighs 3.5 tonnes. She is built almost entirely of Huon pine and teak with bronze fittings
throughout and Oregon spars. Her sails are made from Contender cloth in “Old Air Cream.”

Like most Couta boats, Tenacity is maintained in superb condition with up to eight coats of varnish applied
annually and a very strict maintenance schedule. Gleaming in the late afternoon winter sunshine at her dock on
a little inlet at Newport, she makes a magnificent picture.

Justus and his crew race Tenacity intensely, and with great success, at the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club through-
out the year. However, he seems to get his greatest boating fun these days sailing with his four grandsons Finn,
Charlie, Zack and Sam, who appear to have caught the ‘Couta boat bug early in life, which can only be a great
thing for the future of Australian traditional ‘Couta boats.
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RECORDING THE AUSTRALIA DAY
REGATTA HISTORY FOR POSTERITY

The Australia Day Regatta, previously the Anniversary Day
Regatta, was first held on Sydney Harbour on 26 January,
1837, to commemorate the founding of the colony of New
South Wales. It has been held every year since, and is the
world’s oldest continuous annual sailing regatta.

In more recent times the Australia Day Regatta has been
extended and satellite events are now held at a further 19
locations throughout NSW with over 700 boats competing
every year. The Sydney Harbour events are conducted by
the Australia Day Regatta Management Committee which
also co-ordinates the satellite regattas. The Committee is
an independent volunteer group of sailors, drawn from a
number of Sydney yacht clubs.

The current Management Committee has commissioned
the writing of the history of the Regatta so that a permanent
record can be made of the past 175 years of this unique
event. To assist this project the Committee is seeking any
relevant printed material or photographs that might be in
your possession.

The Regatta has in its archives programs dating from
1958 to date with the exception of 1969, 1984 and 1985.
It is keen to obtain a program for these missing years, or
any years before 1958. Should you be able to help in the
research for the History would you kindly get in touch with:

Ms Joan Watson, Australia Day Regatta

PO Box 401, BELROSE NSW 2085

Phone: (02) 9452 4915 Mobile: 0410 610 922
Email: joan.watson@people.net.au

An appeal is being conducted to assist the funding of this
project which has been registered by the Australian Sports
Foundation as the preferred beneficiary of unconditional tax
deductible donations of $2 or over. The Regatta Committee
earnestly seeks your financial support and invites you to
make a tax deductible donation on the donation form that
can be downloaded from the Australia Day Regatta website —
www.australiadayregatta.com.au.

(The Regatta is a not-for-profit incorporated body. For most
of its existence the Regatta has relied solely on entry fees
and small donations to conduct its events. In recent times
the Regatta has had a succession of sponsors who have
provided sufficient funds for the annual running of the
Regatta’s events. During this time the Committee has been
able to build a reserve fund which would allow the Regatta
to continue, should adequate sponsorship not be available.)

SUPPORTERS OF THE 174TH
AUSTRALIA DAY REGATTA

The 174th Australia Day Regatta Management Committee
wishes to express its sincere thanks to all who will have
contributed to the success of the 2010 Australia Day
Regatta — the sponsors and supporters, the volunteer race
officers, but most of all those who will participate on Sydney
Harbour and many other New South Wales waterways.

For the seventh year, the principal sponsor of the world’s
oldest continuous sailing regatta is the nation’s great
financial institution, the Commonwealth Bank of Australia,
through Commonwealth Private Bank. We thank the Bank,
not only for its ongoing support but also for its considerable
help in the publication of the official program.

We also acknowledge the supporters of this historic event,
especially the Royal Australian Navy, which was involved in
the very first Regatta in 1837, and, in particular, the captain
and crew of HMAS Darwin, the Royal Australian Air Force,

the Royal Australian Army and its Red Berets unit, and the

City of Sydney and the Lord Mayor.

We also appreciate the support of our advertisers, Winning
Appliances, Rintoul of the AW Edwards Group, Macdiarmid
Sails, Treharne Moorings, Hardy Wines, Coursemaster
Autopilots and the Sir Henry Royce Foundation..

The Committee acknowledges the efforts of the many
co-ordinating yacht and sailing clubs and class associations
in successfully running Australia Day regattas on their
waterways.

THE REGATTA PROGRAM

The 174th Australia Day Regatta program was compiled
and produced with the assistance of:

Honorary Editor: Peter Campbell,

ADR Management Committee member

Contributors: ADR President Sir James Hardy Kt, OBE, ADR
Management Committee members John Jeremy (Chairman),
Charles Maclurcan (Deputy Chairman), André van Stom,
ADR Management Committee Assistant Secretary Joan
Watson, Judge Colin P Davidson OAM, Colin Chidgey &

Mrs Suzanne Davidson.

Photography: Steve Oom, John Jeremy, Australian Defence
Forces, Australian 18-footer League archives & David Jenkins.
Design: Jan Harper Art Studio

Australia Day Regatta Inc.:

PO Box 401, Belrose NSW 2085 Ph: (02) 9452 4915

Web site: www.australiadayregatta.com.au

Email: Peter Campbell at peter_campbell@bigpond.com
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